Surprises, twists and turns

By Emnest, NG Chun Ngai

Come the New Year, thoughts of the festive season’s winter wonderland will turn to a wonderland
of another sort; this one populated by a plucky girl, a busy rabbit and a whole assortment of
curious characters, as Faust International Youth Theatre presents a dramatic interpretation of
the classic Alice in Wonderiand. A perennial audience favourite, young and old will marvel as
Alice, falling down a rabbit hole, enters a topsy-turvy world full of contradictions, bafflement
and puzzles and discovers just how wonderfully fascinating life can be!
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Using an original script and score and an all-children casi,
this version of Alice in Wonderland is full of surprises, twists

and wrns. The design of the production, from costume to set,

emph s how everything in Wonderland can change at any
moment, and how it can fold and transform into something new

at the drop of a hat.

A faithful adaptation

Faust’s production is a faithful adaptation that highlights human
emotions and the absurdities of adulthood behind the comical
and satirical sitvations, with author Lewis Carroll's deeply nch
and brilliantly mad story one that can be enjoyed by adults and
kids alike. Behind the fantasy, Alice in Wonderland is about a
girl finding her way through life, And, despite the fun it pokes
at Vict

an conventions and values, the message resonates just

as clearly today, as it has in the past century,

“Those weaned on the Disney version of this cla

sic may find the

interpretation a bit edgier, though stll family frendly, as while
it stays true to the original source material, T have developed the
adaptation with both the audience and performers in mind,” Korean
director Keon Woong Lee revealed.

All-children cast

The highly talented cast composed of young performers who
have honed their craft under Lee's watchful eye, exhibit scemly
boundless energy and enthusiasm as he puts them through the
paces, “"Most have attended a variely of courses al Faust World
over the past years, growing in confidence to express themselves
on stage, and gaining a degree of poise that belies their youth,”
Lee offered.

An all-round experience

Faust International Lid, was formed in 1999 (o bring the wonderful
world of theatre and performing arts o the young people of
Hong Kong. The productions set children on their professional
performing path and are a great all-round experience. It is an
opportunity for aspiring actors to develop their skills and for
everyone Lo perform on stage. Children experience the audition
process and develop and grow under the expert guidance of

directors who work with them in rehearsals. And, for those with

amore cerebral bent, creative writing courses are widely popular,
as well.

Development from one season to the next is their stated target, and

at Faust, stepping up and taking part is critical. Faust Interational

Ltd. consists of Faust International Y outh Theatre, Faust Summer

Programme and Faust Educational Services.

So. whether you've got a budding drama queen under your roof, or

Just want Lo lear your away from mindless computer games,
Faust has upcoming performances and courses just for them! ="
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Feature

Director Keon Woong Lee teaching
the young aclors.

Children performing a devised piece about a hamburger in an Art Gallary.
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